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INTRODUCTORY. 


The only merit claimed for this pamphlet is that it is a statement of facds. 
Its object Is.to give a comprehensive view of the resources, commercial apd 
manufa^.•turlng facilities of Alton, together with its attractions as a place of 
residence. The endeavor has been to pres(*nt each topic separately, but yet 
HO connected as to form a symmetrical whole, illustrating the object claimed 
al>ove. For this rea.son, the pamphlet will be found divided into chapters. 
One class of readers may be interested in the natural resources of the place ; 
another in its mercantile, manufacturing or distributing facilities; a third in 
its desirableness as a place of residence, and so on. The writer has tried, in 
a W(ir(l, to answer all the ( 4 uestions which would naturally suggest them- 
selv<*B to iMTsons seeking a new location, either for business or residenci? 
purposes. The pamphlet thus becomes, in a measure, a brief hand-book of 
reference, and a glance at the table of contents will enable strangers to obtain 
information on the special points desired. 

The business statistics contained in chapters vi and vii can l>e relied on as 
correct. They are not the crude estimates usually made in such pamphlets, 
hut are statements of the BONA fide sales of 1873. To obtain the facts in 
tletail, contained in the two chapters named, required calls to be made on 
ever 200 business men, manufactur<*rs and others. For the mformation 
regarding their business, so cheerfully furnished by them, the writer returns 
his thanks. No review of this kind ever having lK*en published here, it has 
^H*en necessary to build uj) from the foundation, and no previous data has 
h<‘en obtainable from which to draw comparisons. 

1-^‘st the motives of the writer should be misunderstoiKl, he begs permission 

state that he receives no remuneration for his work, the Council merely 
pft3'lng the cost of printing, as per his proposition. He cannot, therefore, be 
Reused of iK'ing interested in making any rose-colored assertions. If pub- 
Hlung the facts her(‘in collected shall aid the growth and prosperity of 
t u* city, his object will be accomplished. 



















CHAPTER I. 


-O- 

LOCATION-JIISTOUY—I>()PULATION--nKS(.’lUI»TION. 


Tlio City of Alton; is sitimtod in Madisfni county, Illinois, on the 
cjist hank of the Mississip])! river, four miles above its confluence with the 
Missouri, and eighteen below the mouth of the Illinois. It lies in latitudi^ 
.iS° 20' n., and longitiuh* 14® w. The topograjdiy is irregular and broken. 
The river bluffs at this point risi* abruptly to the height of 220 feet abov(^ 
the river, and nearly 400 feet above the h‘vel of the sea. Upon tin* slopes 
of these hills, ov(*r-looking the broa<l sweep of the ^lississippi and Missouri 
rivers; the fertih* expans/* of the great American Bottom and the rich 
plains of Missouri, is built this beautiful, prospcu-oiis and picturesciue city, 
which, wc shall proceed tr» show in this pamphlet, i>ossesses business advar. 
tages and manufacturing facilities unsurpassed by any city in the west. As 
intiodiictfriy to the subject we give a condensed historical sketch of the 
idace, although our view is to portray not the [)ast, but the present. 

In 1S07 then* was om* small stbiu! ijuildiug on the site when? Alton now 
stands. It was near the site of the pre sent rnion depot, and was used by 
the Fnmcli as a trading post with the Indians. Tin? land constituting 
the .site of the city was all I'ntered betwien Augu.st IDth, 1H14, and July 
18lh, 1H17. Th(! town was laid out in 1H17, mainl}' through tin* agency of 
Col. Ka.ston. It is said la? named the place from his son Alton U. Kaston. 
Litigation kept Alton from imi)roving for t<*n or twelve years. The matter 
was finally compromi.scd by a division of the laial among the claimants. 
From about 1821) U) 1887 the increase of Alton was rapid, but fouialed too 
much on speculation. At the latter date the population was 2,.m Tlaai 
came the commercial crash of 18.17; the famous pro-slavery riot; and the 
collap.se of tin? railway sy.stem of the .State of which Altoji was to hav(? 
iK'cn tin? center. Busine.ss firms wen? ruined; real estate pas.sed into tlit? 
hands of East<*rii crc(lltor.s, and depnjciated in V'alue. This state of prostra¬ 
tion continued until 1842. From that tiim? until the present then? ha.s l>een 
steady, healthy and con.stant growth. 

The ‘‘Town of Alton” was incorporated by tin? Legislature, Feb. fith, 
ISJJ; th(i “Crrv of Alton,” was chartered by the sanu? body, .fiily 21st, 
1847. 


By th(? census of 1870, Alton city projMT contained a p<»pulalion of 
2,fl.'i2 of whom were foreigners. In 1800 the population, by same 
census, was 0,4^12, a gain of 2,444 in the tlecade. Tin? population is now, 
I'ebruary, 1874, not h'ss than 10,0(K). Cpper Alton, two miles distant from 
tlie (4ty Hall, has a pojiulation of 2,f)00. Although the two Altons are mi¬ 
ller separate local governments they are, to all intents and purpo.se.s, one 
city, lM*ing separated only by a narrow strip of territory 400 yards wide. A 
strei.'t railway, two and a half miles long, and ^IcAdamized and other roads 
connect the twoplace.s. Coal Branch and OreenwoiHl,mining town.s,one-half 
*nil(? north of tin? city limits, contain about l,00f) inhabitants. The ad- 
JJicent country is so den.sely pojailaled that it is hard to ilistinguish between 
h*'\n and country. It is .safe to say that, taking the Ili^i ScIkm)! 
•wilding :m a center, a cin.de drawn with a radius of two miles will 
cinbraci* a popidation of 15,000. The city has a river front of nearly 
j"o niile.s, and the limits extend one and one-half miles back from tin* 
aiuliiig. Jt is laid out at right angles; the main bu.siness liou.ses occu¬ 
pying the slreet.s parallel with and adjacent to the river. The resideiuas 
*‘re built upon the .slopes of tin? hills; the elevated platj*au of Middle- 
t-own aiul on the blulTs over-looking the river. The busine.ss houses are 
‘and.soine, sub.stantial brick .structures; while the many elegant and co.stly 
*‘’«uh n(;es speak of the pre.sence of wealth and refinement. All lla? main 
^Beelsan? jjaved and ]\IcAdami/.ed; Ihenf are, within the city limits nine and 
•t hrdf miles of .McAdamized .street.s, ami iiineteen miles of sidewalks. Four 
Ike main thoroughfares are McAdamized for from one to three miles 
*J>*>nd tin? city limits, forming sub.slantial roads to the <*oal mines; through 
Pper Alton to Uppi-r Alton station, on the Koek 
-•‘^‘lis naal, luid to Alton Junction. 


Koekford, Bock Island and hit. 

















CHAPTER II. 


-o-- 

COMMEUCIAL ADVANTACJKS. 

liy tho term oonimoichil advaiita^-fs we nu'aiR the facilities (»f coiunuin. 
ication with other Bcctions of tlu* eounlry—liy river and rail—the nalund 
and artilieial hi',diwayH for tlie interehaiiire of all the inanufaetured .!'<mh1s 
and products demanded l>y the eivili/.ali(m of the century. That in him'Ii 
facilities Alton is iinsurpas.sed is an a.‘<.sertion easily demonstrahh*. ^'he 
founders of the city, recoirni/.ing the importance of a location c<anmandin.ir 
the natural highways of the continent, looked far into the future anil 
caught a glimpse of the coming greatness of the country, when they !i.\ed 
upon this us the spot designated hy natun* for the site of a great city. Ly¬ 
ing near the conlluence of threi^ great rivers it commands the navigaticni of 
the Outlier of ^Vaters from the source.to the mouth, and equally so that of 
all its trilaitaries in the great valley of tin* .Mi.ssi.ssippi. Nearly opposite the 
city the mighty Alksouri jsnirs its nmjesta! thxnl into the >ii.s.sissippi and 
offers all the wealth of its 2,000 miles .if navigation to the distant uiieky 
Mountains, to the energetic business im ii of Alton. Kighteen miles above, 
the Iirmoi.s, draining the f.a tile fields of the Prairie Slate, oilers 000 miles of 
inter-state navigation and conni*etion, liy the Illinois and Michigan canal, with 
the great lake sy.stem of our Xorlhei n border. To the south the great river 
sweep.s to the Gulf, allowing ciamnunieation vsith tide water. There are thus 
pioxided three wat<*r highways to the Last, for tia* transmission of heavy 
ireights, viz: liy Lower Mi.--si.s.^ippi to tlu^ Gulf, thence by .sea to Ka.sterii 
ports; by Mi.-^.sls.sippi and Ohio rivers to JMttsburgh; by Illinois river and III- 
inois and .Michigan canal to the great lakt .s, thene.: by Krie canal and Hud¬ 
son river to New \ork. Hesides these unbi-oken water highways to the Last, 
there is mi point upon the Mi.s.si.ssippi, 3Ii.s.souri or their tributaries which is 
not acee.s.sible to our shiianenl.s, without intermediate handling. Tlie map 
(vide jmge 2,) proves this statement. Alton is a regularly constituted j»ort 
of entry, and an important stopping ]M)int for all packets^,!, the .Mississippi 
and Illinois riyer.s, including tin.: regular and indepmdent lin.-.s, an.] fur- 
nisla*s them with a vast amount of freight for all points (jii tin* rivers. In 
lul.liti.m it .mi|»p.»rts two daily packet lines to St. laad.s. 

Among the rivia* facilities must not l>e omitted the steam ferry plyim'' U'- 


con Alton and the opposite Missouri shore, which is the medium of seour- 
lioavy Iwal tra<le in the city. 

KAII.HOAI) F\CILIT1KS. 

Not less important ure the railway facilities, which are so complete as t(» 
ng our city, by means of Inink lines of niad, into direct communication 
with the whole (ountry. 

ini^.*”' Alton railroad, 2«2 miles in length, unites the two great 

< rior cities of the continent, Chicago and St. Louis. It connects atChi- 
|ftgo with the great central railway system of that metropolis radiating to 
^ j harts of the country. I5y means of the 0. A A. roiul Alton was the first 
^ > on the Mississiiipi to imve communication by rail with tide water. At 
e( HHim* road and the Indianapolis and St. Louis connect with an 

*'‘ul'vay system, stret<-hing to the Gulf, to the Atlantic and the 
*tI *^***^^^ country has finer e(iuii)ment than the C. A A. 

10 .Jacksonville branch of this road, diverges at this iK»int, running 
irough trains to that c ity and Peoria; als.>, via Rcxjdhouse, to Louisituia, 
»ftunibal, (^luney, and the far West. 

^ le Rockford, Rock Island and St. Louis railroiul, passing through Upper 
tuni-"* our trade one of mo.st fertile sections of the State for a dis- 

miles, together with important connections, 
u d* ** luul St. j.iOuis railroad, jiassing through this place, affords 

< irect route to th(‘ East, and connects with all the north and south roads 
Stale. 

Mmlison County railroad, affjids, via the Indianapolis road, direct 
'‘>‘oiecai(m with Edwardsville. 

riv! will thus be seen that the facilities of inter-comnmideation, b}' rail and 
t.. convenient shipment to any point in the United States, are eciual 

miy city in the country. 

mul"r railroads, for which charters have been obtained, 

Jlie ^*^*'*^ nodi.stant day, are the Alton A St. Chiules and 

(.jly ^ Grafton roads. The first is chartered to run from Alton to the 

Hef' n on the Missouri river, twenty miles distant, through the 

Pt’iiinsula lying iR'tween the great rivers. The second is char- 
iiiie* Alton to Grafton, at the mouth of the Illinois river. The 

Kto*i ? *^**^^* along the river bank and over boundless deposits of lime- 
“» <'cment rock and Graf ton marble the entire distance. 















NATURAL UESOUUCKS. 


J^y tlic torin Nixtiiral wi* int'un tliosi* ^i^oologicnl doposits ■which arc ! 

availahlc for conimcTcia! or nmmifacluring i)iirposcs, aiul form a iM-rmaiiciit 
1)11818 of wealtli anil prosperity. In these elements Alton is renmrkuhly J 

ricli. First, in importance may, i)erhaps, he naineil the 

GRKAT 8TONK glTAUUIES. j 

Alton is foundeil upon a roirk. The liills, upon which it is built, are of i 

solid limestone, covered with clay to the depth of :10 to 100 feet. The i 

stone outcrops in every valley and dei>ression ; while the bluffs, for many ■ 

miles, show a clear face of vertical limestone loO feet high, and extending ' 

to an unknown dej)th below the surface. The deposit is immense, and ut- I 

terly inexhaustible. Tliere is enough limestone here to supply the Missis- I 

si])])! Valley with lime and building stone for a thousand years to come. As 
a building material, the .stum? furnished by the Alton iiuarrics is eiiual to any ' 

limeslone in the country, and can be dressed in various ornamental styles. 

In addition, it is both cheap riiiil durable. It belongs to the »St. Louis J 

group, as termed by the geologists. It lies in regidar layers, is easily ipiar- | 

ried, and slabs of any reiiuired dimensions are daily taken out in the 
several iiuarries. Immense ipiantities are shipped lM>th by river and rail, 
to near and distant i)oints, and the demand is constantly increasing. In 
a State as destitute of building material as is Illinois, such a deposit is of 
inestimable value, and must ever continue a permanent souriu* of wealth. 

AVithin the next twenty years the hundreds of frame, mushroom towns, 
which have sprung up over the jirairies, must all bit ritbuilt in a more sub¬ 
stantial manner; the pioneer slninties must give way to solid cditiccs of 
brick and stone,—hence the demainl, yet in its infancy, will continue to 
augment until it reaches proiiortions more colossal than are now dreamed of 
by those who have not looked into the fiituri*. 

LIME. 

Our Slone (luarries also subserve another and equall}' important use as a 
building material. The stone is a very jnire carbonate of lime, and burns 
into the best and whitest lime made in the country. It lum won an imsiir- 
)»assed reputation throughout the West. It is in demand from St. l\iu! to 
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\ 


New Orloans, and all along the lines of our railroad.s. Too much cannot be 
HHid in its favor by builders. It is, confessedly, withiait a rival. The busi- 
nesH of lime-burning, although alremly extensively' jirosecuted at the many 
kilns along the river bank, is capable of indefinite exiiansion. There is no 
Ihnit to the supply. As will be seen by our .statistical table.s, the shipments 
Gf this staple are large, and will continue to increitse with the growth 
«f tlie country, to an indefinite extent. Nor is there any danger of over- 
Htocking the market with a stafile iiroduct of such excellence. No branch 
nf industry affords more flattering jiro-spects for the future. 


JIKICK. 


Another building material, which nature has here supplied with lavish 
kund, is the yidlow clay which overlies the limestone. As a brick-making 
tfnitiTial it is a su|K*rior article in density, resistance to jiressure or 
atmospheric changes. It burns a beautiful red color, and is capable of a 
fine finish. That its superiority is recognized here at home is evinced by the 
f^a(!t that all our business hou.ses and the majority of the finest private resi¬ 
dences are built of this material, and their handsome exterior is suflicient 
proof of itH ornamental jnoperlie.s. Si veral brick yards are in oi>eratiou 
Ihroughout the city, and siipfily a large home and foreign demand. 


n A ^ U* 


The “Father of Waters,” by one of tho.se characteristic freaks which are 
woinetinies cmburiussing and sometimes convenient, has gathered together 
^^nd spread out opposite the lower part of the city, an immen.se bar of the 
ffnest sand for budding imriaLse.**. This bar, though of great area, does not 
^‘Xtend to thir busine.ss portion of the city, or near the packet landing.* This 
>Hr iH a mine of weallh, free to all. The .sand taken therefrom is loaded 
<lire(!tly onto the car.s, or into barges and .shipped to distant points, besides 
• ^''Pplying all local demands. 

"ill thus be seen that the great building stai>les, stone, brick, lime and 
^*id exist here In boundle.ss profusion, suflicient not only to render us inde- 
Puulent of the outside world, but to .supply the whole West with materials 
Replacing its log and timber town.s with elegant brick and stone cities. 


F. . 

ew elements enter more largely into the growth and prosperity of a 
than a cheap and permanent supply of fuel. In this, as in other na- 
*iu resources, Alton is peculiarly fortunate, coal and wikhI being both 
abundant. The coal fields of Madi.son county, cover an area of 
• • -blMd acres, of whichare now worked. There are five distinct .seams, 
of which are workable, varying from one to five feet in thicknes.s. Tliey 
^'“Uld yield, if properly worked, 2,070,072,POP tons. • The total amount 
1870, was 0,18H,.'i(K) laishels. It is mined by both vertical and 
“Mzontal shafts. The defawits in the immediate vicinity of Alton are am- 
tWe ^ *‘*^^*0' generations yet to be. The neare.st shafts are liK ateil alM)Ut 

oiiltH from the river, and a half mile from the northern limits of the 
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<*iiy, at Coal ilraiu li anti lluck Inn, two Ihuirishlinr towns that aiv Mipianl^^il 
by this inilnslry. Tlu* ciial is bn»n.i:lit into town lM»tli by rail aiul by wagons. 
Ijar^c <|Uantilii*s art* also ri'ccivcd li*i»in the Ib*thalto and Kdwardsvilli* 
mines, distant rcsiicctively eight and bairteeii miles. Tlu* eoid is bitnmin- 
ons; burns freely, leaves but little eiiuler; and is furnished by the opera¬ 
tors in two grades, strong and light, the former for mills and factories, the 
latter for stoves. 

The coal from this immediate vicinity is bright and hard, fracture uneven 


and layers thick: 

Spe< itie gravity. 

Ijoss in coking. 41..M 

Total weight of coke. Tn.oS 


ino.tM) 

/ Analysis— 

.Moisture.. 

Volatile matter. d4.(»S 

Carbon in coke. •'*^**^*^ 

Ashes. 


um.tM) 

Illinois, as a State, is remarkably destitute of timber, but th(‘ general 
povtfily tloes not apply to this favored section. The hills, for many miles 
along the river, tlu* Great American I'ottom and tlu* Missouri Hottom oppo¬ 
site, are covered with a dense growth of forest trees of varieties useful for 
fuel and manufacturing purpos»-s—and all easily accessible. Tlu? varieties 
of timber nu>st abundant and usetul are: Hickory (shellbark, whiteheait 
and pignut). Oak, (white, black, blackjack, laurel, red and post,) Sycamore, 
Cottonwood, Willow, Black Walnut and Butternut. Cord wood is hauled 
to market in wagons, and also brought from over the river and points above 
by barges. It sells at from .*<11 0nr«-4 00 p(‘r c<.rd delivered. Th(*re is no 
danger of a wood famine (‘ver occnring in this section. 

FIIIE nUrCK CLAY. 

This valuable .loposit exists in this innnc.liaK- vioinily in nnliniitwl 
titic'S, ami its value is rapidly hceoiniug appreciated. The (luality is e<|ual 
to that of New .Jersey. Iininen.s(; beds of it are found near Upper Alton 
and at the Alton .Junction, thret; miles distant. It also tmdialies all the 
'coal fields at Coal IJranch and Uuck Inn. It is inanufactuiaal here into lire 
brick, roofing tile, llooring, sewer pipi', <lrain tile, pottery, etc., on an ex- 
tended scale, all of tin; best <|uality ami warranted to stand any test. As the 
supply of this fire clay is unlimited its manufacture into various u.seful com¬ 
mercial fonns offers a fine field for enterprise. 

CEMENT KO( K. 

This valuable and useful deposit exi.sts la re in vn.st miantities It out¬ 
crops at Clifton, three miles from the city, and two miles inland, on I lasa 


02 ) 


fT<*ek, where it Hwh into a high bluff. Two cement mills iu*e now in oiK-ra- 
linii; one at Clifton,one at Biasa, both new enterprises. 15olh the works 
un* e.\tensive and have just been completed at a heavy outlay of caj^ilal. 
I.lu* c*ement manufaetured from this rock, lias In-eu subjected to the most 
thorough tests and pronoiineeil unsurpassed. It was le.sted by the engineers 
bridge and pronounced superior to the I-Amisville. 
Ibis industry will, ilouhtle.ss, develop into large proportions. 

LEAD. 


A deposit of lead lavs recently l>een discovered, on Piasa creek, seven 
tnlles Irom the (!ity, the extent of which is not yet known. The ore i.s, ap¬ 
parently, alK)ut 70 |M*r cent, pure leml, and if the deposit is e.xten.sive will 
prove valuahle. 


WHITE SAND. 


Near the northern limits of the city, and within the limits of Upper Alton, 
there tf.xist extensive deposits of silica, which, on being ground, furnishes a 
line gnule of white sand, siiitahle for gla.ss-making, and used for that pur- 
posi* at the IlliiKiis Glass Works in this city. The (piarry has only been 
Jceently opened, and its value is not fully ascertained. 


iilTlIMINOUS SilAI.K. 


A large de|M)sit of bituminous shah* has re(*enlly been discovered three 
bules east of ihi! city, which distills oil when .subjected to heat. We do not 
bow what value It poss<.*sses (*oiumereiallv. 


































CJIAlTEll JV. 


■-O- 

HL'HUOUNDlNc; COUNTUV-AGKICULTL'in*: AND ilOKTlCUL- 

Trino. 

It is Well known fact that scorrs of promising cities in the west, that at 
one time i^rew with wonderful rai)idily and seenved destined to a eure<T of 
eoinmei(*lal greatness, are now in a state of lethargy or decline. The reason 
is obvious: they were founded on sp«*eulatiori, as prospective railwav or 
eonnnerei:d centers, with no solid basis such as is furidshed by natural re¬ 
sources by th(* establishment of manufactures, or by the trade of a rich 
and populous w*ction immediately a«ljaeent '^Powns thus built up must, 
scxjiier or later, cmne to a stand still and await the (hwelopinent t»f 
manutacUires, or the settlement of the adjac«*nt country by a dense enough 
population to .s<-cure a good local agricultural trade. That Illinois is the 
Oaiden C)f the I nion is an admitted fact, and that this ])artieular section is 
the ehoieest •<pot in that (jarden, can be ( asily provcal to an}' caviler. Alton 
is located in the Jiorth-west corner of .Madison county, twelve miles south 
of the :\Iaeoui»in county line, and six miles south-east of the J<*rsey county 
line, being thus the lf)c:d i»oint of thre<* of the most productive, and among 
lh{* nn)St populous counties in the State. ^I’lie railroads riuliating from Alton 
traverse the enlin* breadth of these <*ounties. 'Phis is one of the oldest 
settled sections^ ol tlie State. Tln‘ p«*ople are intellig<*nt, industrious, wealthy 
and liberal. Tin* soil is a marvel of fertility. Four miles from Alton the 
bioken, rugged county adjacent to the river bfoadtuis out into an uialulating 
inairie that stretches out grandly to the north, northwest and east, a 1 ) 011111 ^ 
less expanse of teeming tiehls. ()]>posite Alton, and connected therewith 
by ferry, is [Missouri Foint, a long and narrow piminsula, lying between the 
two great rivers. 'I In* S(m 1 is an alluvial.di*posit, very porous, and is, proba¬ 
bly, the richest in tin* United Slates, not excepting the Ann*rican JJottoin, 
which stretch(*s off to the soutln‘ast, at the foot of Alton bluffs. All the 
slaide croi)S se<*m to ilourish tln re cf,ually well and yield enoriinnisly. 
Owing to tin? porous leiture of tin* soil a drouth lln*re is S(*ldom .s(*rious. 
Turnips, us large* as tin* crown of a hat, have been brought into Alton mar¬ 
ket, from .Missfuiri Point, that never had a droj) of nun fall on them. 

Put a f(*w' facts and ligur(*s, showing the w'(*allh and i>rodu(*tiv(*ness of the 
country imm(*d!.itely tributary to Alton, will be worth pages of assertions: 
In 18Td the eijualized value (d real estate an<l peisonal property in Madison 
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county was Jersty county, .^7,810,527; Macoupin county, 

*i‘14,550,884; total of the three, .*47,008,270. The valuation of real and 
|M*rHomil projK'rty in tln*se cotinties, as given by the United Slates census for 
1870, shows lh(t striking diminution which tak(*s plac4*s in the \alue of 
property when the ass»*ssor <*alls, viz: ^[adison, i?40, ♦45,024; Ma(*oupin, 
*i‘‘07,541,02t; Jeiwv, 1,802,272 ; total, *80,170,220. The populatam of 
.Madison (*ounty in 1870 was 44,101; Jer.sey, l.»,0.j4: Macoupin, 0-., i^O, 
total, 01,011. Native p(mlation, Madison, 01,2.51, foreign, 12,880 Jersey, 
nativi*, 12 502 foreign, 2,252; Maconpin, native, 27,040, foreign, 4,780. 


I Ilii 








lion. 

ACHES IN ci:r/riVATicN, 

Ktc., in 1872. 

- - 
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1 

1 

i 

1 

■ 1 

1 

Wheat. i 

J 

Corn. • 

1 

! 

( 

1 

1 - 
: 1 i 

i'i 1 

It; 

1 J: '' j 

Ill orchard. 


Macoupin. 

84,.IT!) 110,021, 

23,077 

' 38,780: 

I 1 

i 

.7.7,873 

j 

.7,438| 

128,1)11) 

Mmlison. 

1 

83,891 12.'),432, 

20,714 

' 84,817 

1 1 

.7,8nii| 

.77,48o' 

10,910 

1)5,780 

•ItT.Hcy. 

’ I 

40,031: 3.7,00.’) 

3,300 

i 12,051 

4,014^ 

21 . 010 ' 

1,980 

|l05,5;)2 


217,.701 271,.S.78 

.70,1.71)' 

H.7,048' 

12,.74313.7.2ti!)' 

I 8 . 337 ' 

231.330 


Kstiiimtlng the yield of wlieat at twenty l)iisliels (m t acre, a lair aver- 
«.?e, and we have a total yield of wheat in 1872, in the eounties named, ol 
‘l,:tt0,020 hiiHhels. Kstlnmting corn at forty hnshels to the aere, and we have 
a yield of tO,H.'»l;:i20 laiHliela in tliese tliree eountie.'!. Alton is tlie loeiil 
point l)v rail and wagon roads, ami tlie natural sliipping point l.y river ol 
tills wenltliv, iKipulons, and wonderfnlly fertile se-elion. It will tlms lie seen 
‘liat Alton will not liave to wait, as do many cities, for tlie luljaeenl country 
to s<, increase in population and prosperity as to furnisli it witli a prosiicrous 
I'H-'al traile. 


noinniLTie.Ai.. 


The following table will Ihj of interest: 


1 Jersey. 

Macoupin.! Madison. | Total. 

Value of Orchard Products, 1870 
Vahir of Garden Products, 1870.' 

:i30,578 

.5.55 

:fe:34,1)40 \ .*72,041 '!r‘14:3,551) 
2,044 1 0!),75;3 i 72,052 


-Miulison coimtv lias tlie largest iimnher of acres in orelianl ot any county 
•n tlic Slut,., i.s third in market gardens, and lirst in potatoi'.s. . 

It will be noticed in tlie lirst talilc tliat tills comity is credited with 10, JIO 
acres of oreliurds, a greater area tliau otlier l ounty in tlie State, lliis or- 







































Cir>) 

pimrd acreage lies mainly In the vicinity of Alton, aiul comprisca ^vhat is 
known as the Alton fruit region; the heailnuarters of the horticultural in. 
terests of Illinoia, and famous for producing the llnest p(‘a<*hes, grapes, 
pears, apides, melons and small fruits seens in the Western markets. It is 
in truth a region of sui'iiassiug attractions for orchardists and vineyardists, 
l>ossessing that peculiar comhination of favorable soil and climate neeessjiry 
to produce the choicest fruits of the tempenit(‘ zone in prodigal profusion. 
The loi*ss formation of soil on the hluffs seems the peculiar home of the 
vine and the peach—here they attain a perfection and l)eauty rarely etpialed. 
The vineclad hill-slo[)(‘s and fruitful orchards crowning the castellated hluffs 
hetweeii Alton and Grafton, excite the aduiiration of the summer tourists 
crowding the decks of the northern hound steamers Alton is of course the 
shipping point, by river and rail of the Immense fruit pniduct of this dis. 
triet,and also the market supplying fruit and veg<‘tahle growers with barrels, 
baskets, crates, boxes, etc., for packing. 


V 


ciiArTER y. 

• * 

■ —o- 

l’'INAN(’I.VI'i (JONDITIOX—CITY DKIIT, VAM'K OF 

TAXAIILE PUOFKHTY, !!>7,«20,()00, 


One Of the most imi^ortant questions which a merchaift or manufacturer 
^‘‘•kintr a new location takes, or should take, into consideration in regard to 
the places which offer advantages for his proi)osed und<*rtaking Is the 
^nioiint of lo('al in(h‘btedm‘ss and the value of taxable property, or in other 
tvohls, the proportion existing between tlu* local debt and the valuer of pn)- 
*^‘»*ty. In order to ascertain tin; probable amount of taxation to which he 
"’ill Im* subjected from year to year. In spite of its i)rimary importance 
I^lds C’onshleration Is often overlooked and many men have established them- 
^'•Ivcs in places which presented goinl facilities for business, but were weigh- 
‘‘<1 down with railroad or other debts enormously disi)roportionate to the value 
^*1' taxable projierty. The result has been that such men have found that 
^l“* greiiter part of their i)rotits were turned over to the tax collector. A 
keuvy debt will neiitrali/.e the heat business lacilities. Peoidc^ are beginning 
understand this and to avoid towns burdened with such an incubus, as they 
"uuld those cursed with a pestilence. A city or town cmi commit no greater 
i^ully than to thus inortgagi* itself to the tax collector. The city of Alton 
"'as HO unwise several vears ago, as to assiimc this burden, and her prosiu-rity 
thus greatly hamVereil, but after long years of servitude she is now 
luippily nearly free from the terrible iucidais, and boasts to-<lay a linancial 
^^uuliuir jiaitering than that of any city, of e(iual population, in Ilh- 

hois. A Comparative* statement with regard to several cities will mak< <nu 

"UNining clearer: 


(’ity. 

^Iton..,,,^ . 

*j**uria..,,. 

. 


1 Pn[)i:lation 

1 in 1H70. 

Jmlebtedness. 

1 K,720 

.‘ilH7,(M)0 

i 2:<:787 

1,040,.0(M) 

17,:f(l4 

OJt.O.OOO 

1 24.0.02 

l,47d,*idO 


IVr (’ai)ita. 


41.00 

til.tM) 


'Idle figureH of population and indebtedness are for 1H70. From this table 
“ "ill 1 h. ,|,„t to imy, oilh.T tiu' 




























amounts Si^rin^^licKl or Quincy must pay a tax nearly three tim(‘S, per capita. 
Hint of Alton; and Peoria must pay, per capita, more than doul»h* tiiat of 
Alton. Tliere is no e.s<*ape from lliis eouelusioii. 

Put, favorahle as this comparative* statement was for Alton in 1S70, the 
showiiii; at the presi*nt time is far more flattering. In the last four years 
our debt has been greatly rcilueed. On the 1st of March, 1H74, the 
totahbonded ami floating debt of the city was *121),411).31, while the popu¬ 
lation had increased to fully 10,00b This is a debt reduction of *r>7,550.(5!), 
in four years, and a reduction i)er capita of sS.05, leaving amount n<»w dm* 
per capita of >;l*i.!)5 as against s*^1.0() in 1.S70. Tlie following is the .state- 


iui*nt of tin; city indebtedness, March 1, 1S74: 

Pomlcil debt.1^01),S51 :1S 

Floating debt... 21),8!)7 Dd 

Ponded .school debt, due in 1S74, 1875 and 1870. 10,700 00 

Ponds and interest, Hoard of (’oninO, line. 1875. 10,080 (M) 


Total.><120,41!) :n 


The total lioiided debt is *00,031 38; of this amount that under man¬ 
agement of Hoard of CJontrol, will be extinguished in 1875, ami the 
bonded school debt, in 1870, so that in two years the. bonded debt 
will be reduced from .*!)!),(531 38 to *(50,851 38. For the tiseal year 
ending August 31, the expen.s«*s of tlie city were *80,077 02; of this amount 
*20,772 18 was applied to the p.»yment of Hoard of Control and selnM»l 
bonds. leaving .*55,001 81 aetmdiy used for the other expen.ses of the city. 
Thus it will be .seen, that in 1870 it will reipiire about .*20,000 le.ss to im*i t 
the runuing expenses of this city than in 1874, providing the ratio of ex¬ 
penses to ])opulatioM remains unchanged. 

TAXAIU.I-: l*i:ul*EKTV. 

We juLss now to the consideration of (he valuation of property in Alton, 
It is a lamentable fact that for thc^ past two or three years the asm-s.'^ment of 
property in Alton, has beem b(»th iue<im|ilete and inecpiitable, we therefon* 
take the valuation of 1870, as the liasis for our calculations, that lM*ing the last 
asse.ssmcnt which gave general .satisfaction. Py that as.ses.sment the cash 
valm? of real and personal prbix rty was returned at *7,(520,000. In 1872-3 
the total exixm.ses of the city were *8(5,(577.02, le.ss than 1 1-7 p<T cent, of the 
above valuation. In the year 187(>-7, as we have shown, the c.xpen.ses of 
tin? < ity will be redmaMl *2!),7H0.00, by the extinguishment of Hoard of 
Control and Seho<»l bonds, .so that a tax of ()f 1 per emit, on tin* above 
ca.sh vahmtion would pay tin* running expenses of the city. What more 
inviting timmeial luospeet than this C'ould be aPorded the business man 
s<*eking a location where his profits would not be taken by the tax collector 
to pay city debts? This is no fancy sketch, but a careful estimate fr<»m 
ollleial figures. It can be realized by a comi)lete and e(|uitable cash valua¬ 
tion of projicrty according to law. 


CIIArTER VI. 


-o- 

'STATISTICS OF HUSINESS—AMOUNT OF SALKS —MEKCANTILK 
AND MANUFACTUHINO FACILITIES, SIIIIMMNC. 

AND MANUFACTURING NOTES. 


W(* have shown, In previous chapters, the broiul ba.ses |>o.s.sesscd by Alton 
'h'oii which to r<*ar a stately sup<*rstructure of enduring prosperity, viz: 
<^»num*rcial Facilities, Natural Resources, Wealth of Surrounding Ccainlry, 
*^b<l Prospi rous Financial (’ondltion. We shall in this and subsc*(iuent chap- 
show, by facts and figures, what has already been accomplished in the 
of Mercantile, Manufiwturing and Commercial development. 

Helow w«! give the total wholesale and retail mercantile sal(‘s for the year 
which show the amoimt .sold in ea( h line; also, in a subseiiuent table 
Hales of articles or prixlucts manufaetured here. 


MEUCIIANOISK—WIIOI.ES.M.K. 

. 

(iiu IiKliii}. Suil.llcry;, Iron, Wagon-making .Material.. 

^Vieultnral Maeliinery. 

’“'.W, Me.lieine.s. IViiils, Oila, Ola.xs, etc. 

Liunbcr... 

‘^^'Mhors.. 

nidesi‘i^!!!!!Z!!!Z!*.l. 


f5<705,(H)() 
445,(MM) 
21K),()00 
348,(KM) 
254,(KM) 
122,000 
i;i5,()00 


.*2,20!). (K)0 

ilKUOIIANDISE—liETAIL. 

*’••}■ u.MHis ija-.'i.oon 

'‘‘■•aerieH 4T0,4(I!) 

0"tliiii^ (iiu.luding .. 2Uo,.>0l( 

“"‘H mul .. 

**nijrK. Tfi.iMW 

. ll.OWi 

t'onfeetioiiery, .. i 0 , 0 ()(» 

and Upholstering .. 48,400 

'-leeks, Watclies, etc., I^'wing Muclilucs and Musical lustruments, 70,000 
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Hooks luul Sliiliom TV... 

Harness, Siulilles, i-tc. 

Stoves and Tinware. 

Hardware. 

Croekerv, (Jneensware, etc... 

Breads, Cakes, etc. 

^larket steals. 

Liiluors, Wines, ele. 

Fruit Ctnninission... 

Hair, Cement (foreiirn). Plaster. 

Not otherwise enumerated. 


55,(100 I 
•J0,455 ! 

5S,(M10 I 

:h,(hh) I 

145,(MM1 

iy0,(Ml0 

:j2,10>'< 

l!l,5(;*i 


><2,1(15,787 'I 

A Id wliolesale... 2,20ll,00<^ ! 

Total nieivantile sales..i<4,1174,787 ‘ 


SALES OK HOME MANUKAiTUKEli IMIODUCTS. 


Flour, Corn 3Ieal ami Hran. 

Plug Tohaceo. 

Woolen Clooils... 

Alton Crackers.'. 

Carriages and Wagons. 

Stone (Business) ineluding Sand. 

Lime (exclusive of Hair, Cement and Plaster, 

]\)rk Product. 

Agricultural ^laehines and ImplcMneiits. 

*lManufaetured House-Building ^laterials. 

(N)operage. 

Jleer.. 

Hollow OlassVvare (six months). 

^Machine Sh(»p and Foundry Work. 

Newspapers and l^rinting. 

C'igars, etc...... 

Marble Work. 

Brick. 

Church Organs. 

Cement [lltime]. 

Not cnumerati.'d under above lu ads. 


>? Ill 2,020 
4O2.(Ml0 - 

15tl,000 ! 

14(5,(MM) , 
108,000 * 
i:{7,40.‘5 ; 

105,4 7o ; 
1(M),(MM1 ^ 

04,(MM) 
80,500 i 
82,400 i 
08,450 ' 

50,250 i 
:)5,(MM) ; 

40,000 j 
;{5,(MM1 I 
17,000 j 
11,410 ' 

10,000 I 
10,(100 
40,0(M) I 


Total manufactured products. 

A<ld mercantile sales. 

(iraiid total of sales for 1873. 

♦Kxcluslve of S22,000 under lioiul of lniat>er. 
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• NUMBER OK STORES. 

There ure in Alton npwartls of one hundred ami twenty retail stores, and 
nineteen exclusively wholesale. The wholesale and retail sales of groceries, 
il will 1 m‘ noticed, aggregatisl .'^1,175,400; of hanlware and agricultural ma- 
HiiiUTy .*703,000; of drugs :?424,(MJ8. It w ill Ik* .seen by the above table 
iinit the wholesale tra«le of Alton is extensive ami nourishing; that the sales 
nf grfM'eries, drugs, hanlware, agricultural impl(*im*nts, etc., are heavy. The 
‘Mivantnges for wh(»h*sarmg are excellent. Freights are the .same as to St. 
Louis, while rents, salarie.s, taxes and general i-xpenses are lower, thus ena- 
i»lingour merchants to sell at less margin even than in St. Iahus. Some of 
‘nir wholesale houses sell gmsls as far west as the Rocky Mountains. Tin* 
*’‘‘tail stores likewise do a large business and olfer eustoiner.s, both from home 
MBd aibroad, larga* assortments from which to make seh*etions. 

will be noliead that the total wholesjde and retail mereantiles .sales for 1873 
Lsat up .*4,371,787. It must be re im in be red that aluring tin* la.st three months 
'd the year the great financial panic prostrated all busine.ss intere.sts. Alton 
**‘'**‘chants oihimte that their .sides were 20 i»er eiuit. less for tin* year than 
Would have been but for Hu* linam-ial crisi.s. Business was .still further 
.‘‘‘•dueed by the almost total failun* of the fruit crop, owing to the unpre- 
^■‘•dentedly severe winter of 1872-3, which killed the fruit biuls. This was a 
•^•*‘‘at blow to this region, materially reduced sales, and caused a heavy tall- 
olT in .shipments.^ The pre.s!*nt year opens auspiciously, in evi*ry respect, 
the .s,dcs fur lfl74 will, doiibth-s, exceed those of the previou.s year by 
deiuly 5u p,.j. 

i.iMiiKi:. 

^Liriiig the year 1873, the Alton lumber yards reei-ived 7,(>00,000 feel of 
’’"^d>ei-,’and logs which were .sawed into 2,5(K),()00 feet of lumber, making a 
^“tal of 10,1(K),000 feet re(M*iv<*d. They als<j received 0.250,0(10 shinglc.s, and 
LdT.'>,()()o lath and pickel.s. By far the greater portion of this was receiveil 
Ly river, by tloated down in rafts from Northern pinerii s, a < heap way of 
‘^^‘'•‘‘iving lumber not obtainable by inland towns. As a di.slrdmting point 
L>i forwarding lumber into the interior, Alton has no sui»erior on the iiM*i. 
LLe statistics of sales will be found under the wholesale head. 

i.Nsri;AN( E. 

There nre-seven reliable and well-conducted lire insurance agencies in the 
representing all the first cla.s.s dome.stie and foreign eompanie.s. 

llANKINd. 

The banking interest in Alton is represented by the Alton National and 
First National Banks, two of the sounde.st and most liberally conducted 
L^«tliuiiuns in lh(* Slate, doing a safe and extensive busine.s.s. During the 
iMufu* fj^ii tnmsaeted business as usual, although all the banks 

lA)uis ami this vicinity susp('mh*d. Their cai)ital aml^.surplus is 
^-77,000. Their last published reports for February 28th, 1874, show an 
in loans anddiscount.s, of .*40!1.3!)2.22. Hash in hand, 21,100.23. 

^^^‘Po.sits^ ittOOOjOOO.Ol). 
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rosTOFFicE nrsixEss. 

V Jr ‘•'■Vfloi.rs at II.P Alton PoRtolllco for tlio 

h .r J ’ «*f Btainps canoelcl. i. e. nun.- 

prupaiil li-ttiTs and papers forwarded was 280,MS. Tlic number of 

-..mt .. 27 ,.-n;. Nu.n,.r or eXm ;«M 

amomit Wnt or^^sotss^ 

MANUl'.VCrfUI.NU l••A(•Ir.ITlIvS. 

flmpters; the 

manufaetiiri fai-ilitie.s, natural resources, ami statistics of sab-s of 

al.irXn J ,r, " r‘ i» <K‘tail on the remark- 

tbe raSro^l l<>oat.on, b.uldin;-sites dire. tly on tl... riv.T hank ami along 

w^rJ -M L Z' delivered: 

Tt^l M '■'■"''"'."•'‘'-->“ •^7 00 per ear load; lime 

haul n r I 'Vholeside; brick at .'JO .70r«.7 00 per 1000; s;md for the 

m^.g; cenent at .xi -jnc,.! (W p.-r 

Lun.ber wec,uoteas f.dlows: P.m.-in,-, .^17 p.-r tbousan.l feel; conunon, 
^18 bn shmjj, .M .)5 ; dimension stuff, 10 fe,.t and under, .^18; ll.wrin- 8i27 

... 5 

“«■ Iiianufacturer, in a.Idition, a location in a wcalthv eitv 
Tn J '1"'“We can Oder him real estat "aUow 

t(Iuc.ational and lehgious advantag.-s to !«• desired. Our previous ehanters 

" rr.":.".... 

them and ti e ‘"J' linite e.xpansion of all of 

fne J- • ' 'l^'ffion of many new ones. We want more mills, carria-c 

deriesTomT "orks, lime ami eeiucnt works, planing mills, foiin- 
in" ho’us!"Ti tohaeco faetories, ami pack- 

In nl lV ffoditles presented here for all of these. 

esLXI rjsi 'r"- ‘•"V"" "" 

and tl. ; ? '’‘■‘■‘’"""g ootton mart of the country 

a id the raw product can be maniifaetiired here imieh more cheaply thiui in 
a laree city, or at the Past, addin- frei-ht ^ 

the w"'t’X !!“'■*'. Th..rc is no better point in 

the West for this branch of manufacture. We are at the dwrs of the -rent 

lUs T'T “^1 ‘ ''r"'”"'’’ "I’”'* »'"• '•xhausth ss coal lields of Illinois 

It I. the focal point where coal and iron meet, and with them is found the 

mistone for I iix. At the present time several iron ami steel works in the 
country are embarrassed. The reason is that they were located too fl frZ 

htre as To, l"-<.litable. That objection does not hol.l 

htrt, as Alton has every iidvanta-e of favorable location. -We do not believo 


♦ 
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there Ib ^ place in the West where iron can lx; manufactured with po large a 
**^gin of profit. 

For glaHB manufacture we have unrivaled facilities; all the principal con- 
f'tltuents of ghms are found here. White sand, the main ingredient, is foimd 
''’ithin the city limits, and is used idmost exeluHively by the works now 
(’Htal)JlKhed. Even Pittsburgh do(*H not pres<.'nt the advantages offered by our 
<^ity for glass manufwture. Glass is now made here with profit, in spite of 
tile desperate efforts of the Pittsburgh ring to close rival works l)y forcuig 
<lown i)riecR. 

We wiuit our iinmenw; deposits of fire )>rick and potter’s clay furtlier de- 
V(*lop(;d; and additional factories of sewer pipe, llouring, roofing tile, and 
fire brick establislied. 

WATEU WOHKS. 

A. Strong movement is now being made licre in favor of establishing water 
'vorks, whieli will, undoubtedly, sliortly be siiceessful. In all probability 
'N’ater will tlien l)e furnished fkek to all, tlie only cost being that of attach- 
^‘ig branch pipes to tlie mains. The heaviest burden maniifaeturers have to 
in large cities is the water tax, but Alton proposes to supply this gratis, 
itidueement.no otlier city we know of offers. 

Ill brief, let any intelligent maiiufaeturer examine carefully this and pre¬ 
vious chapters and he will ascertain what brandies of manufacture the 
bluce is best a(.lapted for. lu tliis connection we submit a few 

bKADINO .MANUFACTUHINti AND SHirriNG NOTKS FOR 1873: 

LIME. 

Tlio manufueture of lime in Alton is an important industry. There are 
sixteen kilns in operation. Tin; number of bushels manufactured was 
Lime is among the leading exports. During tlie year 1878, there 
shipped from Alton, by river and rail, 7/5,478 liarrels; and by rail, in 
120,(Wm bushels. Itedueing the barrels to bushels and the total lime 
®*‘limienl was 298,848 bushels. 

IHJILDINO M A TEH IA L. 

'The Hbipinents of rough and cut stone for the year were 2,155 ear loads; 
I|402 ears of sand were shipiied, and 150 ears of brick. Large sbijiments of 
**tone and sand were also made by river iu barges. 

FLOUR, CORN MEAL, ETC. 

'I'ho milling business is our most extensive local industry, as will be seen 
consulting table of sales. There are two large exclusively fiouring mills, 
capacity 450 barrels each per day; two combined Hour and com meal mills, 
'vlth a capacity of 00 barrels of Hour and 100 of com meal, cadi, per day; 

exclusively corn meal mill, eapadt}' 800 barrels per day. Total milling 
^^Paeity 1,520 barrels jier day. During the year 99,400 barrels of flour 
'^’cre Bldpped, besldrs 37,200 barrels of com meal and 187,500 bushels of 
'^***^n* About 100,254 barrels of flour were manufactured in all. The 
v^’heat lx)ught at the mills aggregated 495,092 bushels. 
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PLX’G TOBACC’O. 

The nmnuf^ture (,f plug tolmeco Juts nssu.no,1 large proiX)rtions here. 
Woxt to the largest fac tory west of tho Alh ghaui. s, that of Dausuuu, ii 
Druiuiuoml is locateil in Alton. It enii.loys iu’O hands, and pays out $4.-,,000 
annually in waives. Durin:^ 1S73 the proprietoi-s nliipiu'd 832,703 Ihs. of 

niaiiufaetured tol.acoo, and will largely inereiLse the amount the present 
year. * 

AGRICULTURAL MACIIINKRY AND IMPLEMENTS. 

Over 100 Cliainpion Separators were inamifactured here in 1873, ami 

nr a’ITh ineluding Te.vjia and the Territories. 

JOO Millen jilows were also inanufaetured in tho same time and sold from 
the factory. 

COOPERAGE. 

The cooper shops of Alton in the above time, manufactured 158,025 bar¬ 
rels of all kinds. Seven shops are now in operation, several of them eiiu 
plowing a large nuinbiT of hands. 

PLANING MILr.S. 

There are three saw and planing mills and box factories liore, all doin‘^ a 

statistics. One mill sa>n*d 
2,.>00,000^ feet of lumber last year from the logs, and a large amount of 
house building material was |)repared at othei-s. ]^Iany thousand boxes were 
made lor the u.se of our manufacturer.s. 

CARRIAGES AND WAGONS. 

Carriage and wagon manufacturing is can ied on here extensively. During 
the year, 312 wagons and 245 carriages, buggies and light wagons were man¬ 
ufactured at the several shops and factories, or a total of 557. 

GLASS. 

The Illinois Glass Works, of this city, during tlie last six months have 
manufactured 22,000 boxes of glassware, and shipped mainly by river, from 
St. Paul to New Orleans. 

<RACKERS. 

Kcmdall’s cracker factory has manufactured the past year 90,000 packages 
(boxes and barrels) of crackers—and shipped to all parts of the country, 

MACHINE SHOPS AND FOUNDRIES. 

There are several machine shops and foundries in the place, large and 
small, three of whieh liave been started within the past year, including the 
extensive works of the Western Screw and ^lanufacturing Comiiany. The 
prospects of these industries are promising. 

BEER. 

There are two breweries in Alton, which manufactured last year 0,545 
barrels of beer. 
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CASTOR OIL. 

Nine hundred barrels of castor oil were shipped from Alton factories in 
1873. 

CEMENT. 

Five thousand barrels of Itosedale Hydraulic cement were manufactured 
the works on Pia.sa creek, in 1873, the beginning of hat "nn ill be an 
^‘Xtensive industry. New works have just l>een completed at Clifton, at an 
outlay of ;!<30,000, which will turn out over 100,00) barrels per annum, and 
file works at Pia.sa creek have been enlarged to annost eipial capacity. 

CIGARS. 

Five hundred and twenty-three thousand cigars were mad^ in Alton in 
1873. 

WOOLEN GOODS. 

It will Ixj seen from our statistical tables, that the manulacture and export 
of woolen g<xKls, jus carried on by the famous Alton Woolen 3Iills is an im- 
lx>rtant and flourishing Interest. 

PORK PACKING 

Hiuj long Ix'cn an iiniwrtant iiulustry hero, but tho :<ak-s of 1873 ilul not 
*“each the average of some other years. 

ORGAN BUILDING. 

The manufacture of church organs is carried on extensively here, and 
xoiue of the flnest and large.st organs in the We.st were built in this city. A 
hew' factory has been established within the last few’ weeks. 

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 

The year 1873 wius characterized by an almost total failure of the fruit 
^rop, ow ing to tin; unprecedentedly severe w’inter. Peaches, the main crop of 
'iiis fruit region, failed utterly ; chv,rries mid grapes ditto ; in fact all orchard 
bruits exceiit ai>i>le8, and they were scarce. In spite of this, however, wo 
^^hd that alKiut .'^07,000 worth of early vegetables, small fruits and apples 
)vere shipped from here, and 50 ear loads of melons. This is a .slim show- 
being about one-liflh the shipments of an average sea.‘ion. 
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STATISTICS OP RECEIFrS AND SHIPMENTS OF FUEIGIIT. 
PASSENGER AND GENERAL STATISTICS. 


Below is given tlie amount of freight sliipments from Alton hy rail dur- 
ing 18 j 3, and the amount of freight received for corresjmndliig I'erhxl. The 
figures are oflicial: 

SIIIPMENT.S HY HAH.. 


Tons. 

Chicago & Alton and Jacksonville hrancli.. ^07 

Indianapolis A St. I.K)uis.31 503 

48,410 

REOl’IPTS liY HAIL. 

Chicago A Alton, and Jacksonville branch.17 384 

Indianai)olis A St. Louis.* [ *’ ^*814 

20,108 

HY HIVKIL 


Our fipires for receipts and shipmentfl hy river are not as accurate as wu 
could wish, but W’c have obtained the billowing close approxiniation bir 


1873: ’ 

Tons. 

Shipments by river... 9 100 

Receipts by river.’ ’ 0*250 

r.ECAPlTUI.ATION. 

Tons. 

Total shipments by river and rail.. 

Total receipts by river and rail.32,448 


Total.. 


This is equivalent to 170,910,000 Ibs; or to 8,890 car loads received at and 
shipped from this place in 1873; in other words, to transport this freight 
required a train over 57 miles In length. 
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EXPRESS. 


pa<.*kagcfl forwarded from Alton by U. 8. Express in 1873. 

received by same Co. same period.. 

Total.. 

pa(;kuge.s shipiM*d by American Exiiress Company same period 

(approximation). 

received .. 


,28,892 

.15,874 

,44,700 

.14,902 

,11,802 


20,304 

An important fact to l>e noted in tbe.se statistics is that the total shipments 
for the ycir are alKiiit double the receipts, showing that our exi>orts exceed 
iiniiorts yearly hy 100 per cent. A city, or countr>% that ships more 
Produ(!iH than It receives, is constantly adding to its wealth. 


FKHHY. 

fanning the past year the receipts of the ferry, plying l>etween Alton and 
Mi.Hsf)uri Point, were .*0,000. The luimher of passengers transported was 
11,000, and the number of wagons about 4,000. The great proportion 
Ihe.H,, wagons brought pnxluee to the city for sale, and the hulk of the 
PaK.H(.„g(.rs were faruKTS from .Missouri (rrossing over to trade here. These 
^k^ires indicate tliat tlic ferry is of immense value in building up the local 
'rude of the city. 

PASSEN(>EK STATISTICS. 

Alton is the most important paH.s(*uger station on the Chicago A Alton 
between St. Louis and Chicago During the ycjir 1873, the iiuinher of 
sold at this station was 38,709. It is also patent that, as the popiila- 
of tlie city Is larger than a year ago, there must have been more 
‘''fivulK than departures. During the same year the Chicago A Alton road 
f*''Oi.sported 789,000 passengers, showing that one-twentieth of the iiasseiiger 
of the wlKile roiul for last year, was furnished hy Alton. 
f>urlng tlie same year the Indianapolis A St. Louis road sold 9,209 pussen- 
tickets at this point. 


STREET RAILWAY. ^ 

The Alton niul Upiicr Alton Hoi-sc Railway and Clarrying Company trans- 
during its last fiscal year a total of 114,285 pitssengers ^h*; road is 
and ono-hnlf miles in length and extends from the City Hall, Alton, to 
^he College, in Upiier Alton. 








































CHAPTER VIII. 


VOCATIONAL PACamLS-^o SCHOOLS AND CO,, 

leqes-chchch accommodations. 

-o- 

set-king\“e"^“nSare ^ 

tion. The.se faeilitie., are n fnc, . for popular e.l«ctt- 

Pupils can obtain l,otl) a tiioroii.H, ’I''*'''.’’.','’”''''- ‘"’“f 

ttiKl a liberal collegiate education«<*n.sive coinmoa school training 
'Vbich will be «,!;lrecia,e!l ,! :j:‘ “ f'o.n bonu-, an a<lvantng: 

cial scliool district by act of tb.' T * ^ ‘=”"*I'rises a spe- 

the control of a Bo, nl of Edne, i '•"•'or 

By the Connnon Council 0^1“'""'“^ r'V'"-’ 

Secretary a„,l a Tn.a.su;er S„! • "-''o elect n 

most approved educatioiml oi Z i*"*’nfter the late.st and 
grades: Primary, S.'condarv ‘''' Bled into the following 

Nopupilisadvanccd Z . : an,i Jlig,. .s,,,ooi. 

‘"strict; 19te„cirs,mdo,m . • 

dent are able and e\p<-rienceil il,'i"" V* * "*e baichcrs and snperinten- 

trict aXo. 3 i.s one of ‘ '"strnctors. The S-diool bnil.ling in snlMli.s. 

its chess in the .Stat,. It is thr""",’ ’•‘'"."'“■"ieMl an,l commodious of 

side S.vas feet. It contains twelJ. ‘ "''"Ks on <'itbcr 

halls. Owiii'T to its centr.ii I fehool room.s, ami three wide 

the city ar.-located here, as weiriertb ■ "l* “r' schools of 

diate schools of the sub district If rnaary. Secondary and Interme- 
Bqnare bonn.h.d bv tT tI F . ventl T'"" “ "“•’ "" 

was .<‘35,000 The ^ building 

parts;.! the cityyi;:.,,m.::v.!;;\'S^^^ conv..nle..,ly located in dilferent 

vahie of sdiool property in tbe city is al,out .*(jo!o(K).*' 

ing thrprinw^'g'^alle pl'^s' nrSp’bv^'fT'"’ 

Schoo, -re^^horo4 -Ji;: ^ 
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Uatc to enter the Sophomore Class In College. The graduates from the ITigh 
f^<*liool arc awarded diplomas by tlut Ik)ard of Education. This entire course 
^f public school instruction is kjcek to ever}' child residing in the city. 

"The school revenue for the year 1872-3 was .<<22,054.08, from the follow¬ 
ing Hources: 

State and county...$ 3,388.08 

luh rest on lo<‘al funds. 131.00 

Helaml tax. 19,121.00 

Other sources. 14.00 


822,054.08 

This exceeded the expenditures h^'. 2,303.00 


•820,290.42 

This la.st amount, included the running expenses of the school, and prinei- 
and interest on s<-hool bonds paid. The estimated expenses for the our- 
font year are 818.820. 

t in* number of pupils enrolled in the public schools, as per last monthly 
*^purt, is 1,010, an increase of 112, over the corresponding month (Feb- 
niarv; of last year. 

‘So excellent is the school system here that there arc no private schools, 
**ich anil poor alike sending their children to the public schools. There 
however, a number of 

CIIUKCH SCHOOLS 

Under direction of the Catholic* and Lutheran cluu-clies. The Cathedral 
«t‘hoolH are two in number. Primary and Intermediate, with 178 pupils en- 
*‘‘>lle(l. The school under direction of the Gennau Catholic church has 58 
pupils. The branches taught are the same as in the city schools. There is 
ulso located here the Ursuline Academy, an institution for the education of 
and young ladies. The Convent is a splendid and spacious edifice 
^verl(M)king the river. The school has several departments, embracing 
uH the branches of a common school and higher education, together 
music, drawing, painting and ornamental branches. On the same 
isroiinds with the Aciulemy is the English and German Parish school for 
isirls, also under the direction of the Sisters of the Convent, where histruc- 
^^un is given in all the ordinary branches of common school education. 
There are 130 iiupils in the Academy proper, and 200 in the Parish school; 
^^tal 335. 

There is also a flourishing school, connected with the German Lutheran 
^’iuirch, numl>ering 130 pupil.s, both sexes. 


Total number pupils in church schools... 701 

lu public schools.1,010 

Grand total.. 
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, ^ fiirCRTI.EFF COLLEGE 

''““‘ling. Alton, h one 

cst i institutions in tl.c West, and next to the ..hi- 

Sd rrt^’ M "e liistruction are 

fdlid hi a full corps of .ts eelehn.ted and learned Prof,.s.sors as can la- found 

", 7 ;""; -1‘T'n-tnu.nts. the Pivpara- 

Ih/^r mr; 1 . '“i- I'i“n ‘'f co^-lucation of 

1 1 . . liitcly ttdopti-d, tluTc area large number of yniin^^ 

All'Th!”i'***^"* "'“r "" ‘i“‘ g<‘ntlenieiC 

Uon T ‘’.‘""i r"*” ' “re those of a lirst-class literarv institu- 

reZuir'n . . <-onveui..nt; the Ladies Department. 

. mot mk q! i" •■•ii-i'''-. surrnumU.d hy d, lii.htful 

' ent 1 . ”r‘''‘'r in « ““'re llourisliinK . on.lition than at pres- 

fo.iV r!-, r '"■ 7 '’''''^'’ «re llalteriiiK Since it was 

ami hjllor " of usefnlness 

MOXTIC’KLLO SEMINAliV. 

Four .niles from Alton, at the pheasant villa,^.e of Godfrey, on the Chiea..o 
Alton road, is located the oldest and most celebrated Seminary for vf»img 
at les west of tlie Allejilianies. Its fame has gone out througli the iength 
and hreadtli of the land, and its pupils are gathered from every State in the 
union. A more charming spot than Montieello, with its heautifnl surronnd- 
mg grounds, cannot be imagined. It must he seen to he appreciated The 
hmlding IS nuposing and of great extent, hut with all its vast aeeommoda- 
tioiis It IS a.ways crow.le.l to repletion with students. Its literury and 
musical course is unsurpa.ssed in faeilities for ol.taining a liberal education, 
lilt* mritructors an* ladies of culture and relinemeiit. 

^ riii.q review of the public, secturian and collegiate educational facilities of 

✓ A Hon, abundantly substantiates our assertion in regard to its remarkable 

advantages in this resjiect. 

CUUKCIl ACCOMMODATION.S. 

A n".i*^''f'""e » 1 '*'>' 1 « oil H par with the largest western cities. 

All the leading denominations are repre.sented l.y large congregations and 

®'“'.‘i’* talhedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, on “State 

btreet IIil.l is probably the most imposing luul costly church edifice in the 
btattt outside of Chicago. Alton is tlie residence of tlie Bishop of tlie Ciitli- 
^ 1 C diocese. The chiireh hiiildings devoted to his u.sc are spimious and heaii- 
tit ul. 1 he list of ehiirehes and mission schools is as follows : 

BajHist Chureh, Bajitist Chureh (Colorial), Oatholic Cathedral, Cumher- 
land Presbyterian Cliureli, “Clmrcli of the itedeemer" (Trinitarinii Congre¬ 
gational), German (St. Mary's) Catholic Chureh, German Proteatmit Church 
Meth<KhstEpi.scopal Church, Methodist Episcopal Church (German), M. e’ 
Chureh (Colored), Presbyterian Chureh, St. Paul’s Chureh (Eiiiseopal), Uni- 
tanau Church. JI. E. Mission School, Middletown Mlssioif School, State 
Street Sunday School. , . 


CHAPTER IX. 


advantages for RESIDENCE— class OF P(»PULATION 
CLIMATE AND HE.1VLTIL 


— - \J - 

It is frciiucntly the case that i-ities po.s.si ssing 
•naimfucturing fiu ilitieB are not desirahle ns permanent hon <. , • j 

'lUt this favored locality presents ailvantages l.oth for busine.s.s and «“i«l‘i>‘_u 

*^Pprf< iat('d in evinced by tlic great mmd>er of crmtly and tie ai 
'Vllich ::!:: i; t.m X'. The majority are huiU of hrleU, ~ 

Htyb-H of nrehitecturc; Ibougb many fine fraim ; . . 

’‘I'l'n. The greater mimlH'r occupy eommamlmg sites w le . . 

‘ions show to mlvantage. Middletown, oeeupying an “ .'2,,^, 

the summit of the hills, half a mile hack from the 
and “State Street Hill” over-h«ikiiig the riter, arc th 1 1 „ 

iHirtions of iii. city Klil'iVilc “nil l-'antifnl building sites iikmiid along 
l>l.'.vsantly-sb.«h.d streets, or on pictures.pie 
1 'atu.riima of as deligUtfid scenery lus is unrolled in tUc ' 

To St. Louis business men. especially, seeking £ t f h^ 

their families, Alton affords the peculiar 

;;auca,i,„.al, s.K.hd and rc-l'Si*'-'* I'"-'i ’ J,,. Trains 


'‘<meur,oiml, 8fH ial ami reiigaMis . - 

living at h^lf the cost the same style would ^ 

Ivave for and airive from St. Louis almost every '•»' ‘ 

oral railroiuls; rendering it ea.sy of access Wl.ei the g at ' U ° » 

I'leled pas.sengcrs from Alton sliouh be landed 

At preslait tla^e is a great hegira o 

‘mormons taxes, and they could not do a ni.ruiinrlv adapted It na- 

midst. Theextreme ea.stern .Kirtion of ‘'i;',^ ^Vui^l-rounmn^^ 
tUreforthc location ‘ ,.()mmnnding a varied laiid.seapo 

The surface is elevated and um -,f the Missouri. Much 

I'Wture and a river pros,a'Ctexteim^^^^^ growth of forest trees, and if 

of this seetioii IS still eo\irci ^i„rai park. A long and narrow 

l>ro,x'rly laid out ^yould make a de „ ,,„,,town to Upper Alton station, 

m the lower l>urt of ‘“i’ , , . n,rough this valley, Ixtween the 

to lay out an avenue one huiul attractive building sites along 

laiinis named, and thus [ couveuieut residence grounds, 

the line of the avenue mto eligible auu tou>e 
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Tins avennc would 1 k> the most direct route from upper Jliddlctown to llie 
railroml. A similar avenue mi^d.t be run tlirou-h the delijrbtful ••Mi.I.Ileloii 
tract from Ui)per Alton station to intersect the mi.ldle roa.l between the 
tbe Altons; and thus bring into market the most pleasant rural retreat in 
this vieinity, now the favorite resort of pi.-nie parties. A well-known St. 
J.OUIS laiukseape gardener, who has examined ||ie locality spoken of, .states 
that there is no pla. e within 100 mih.s of St. Louis, which presents e.iual at- 
tiaetions for .suburban re.sidence.s, taking into consideration the natural bemity 
of the locality, and its nearne.ss to the railroad station.s. 

Hut among the attractions of Alton for .siihui hau rc.sidcnee of business 
men luu.st not be forgotten the social element. The edueational and relig- 
ous a(Uantage.s have lieen .spoken of elsewhere. The population is remark¬ 
able for Its intelligence, relinenient and hospitality. It would he dilllcult to 
lind a place where strangers seeking a home would receivi- a more eor.lial 
welcome from all clas.se.s. The business men of Alton are liberal and ener¬ 
getic; while the members of the ininist. rial, the legal and medieal profe.s- 
-sioiis are gentlemen of eniinenee and idiilily in their honorable ealliiigs. 

CLIMATE AND IIKALTII. 

Odc of llie first questions asked in rc^^ard to prospective liomes, ])v those 
seckin- new locations, is of their sanitary character. .AIcii inn.st first ‘he eon- 
vinecd th.'tt a towii is healtlifnl liefore they are willing to locate tlieinselvcB 
an«l fannhes therein. That Alton is a healthy city can he answered einphat- 
leally m the afilrniative: no city in the we.st of equal popnlati»)n can pre.seiit 
a hettcr .«anitary recr>rd or a lower rate of mortality. The situation, upon 
high hlulN, overlooking the river, where a free eirenlation of j)nre air is eon-' 
stantly enjoyed, renders it fn.*e from all miasu -itic and malarial inllnenceH. 
Owing to its nndniating and diver.‘<i(ied surface it is admirahly drained; all 
feetid or impure matter is at one(‘ swept otf through drains and sewens, aH 
A\ell as natural fissures in the rocks into tin; river, where the swift current 
rajudl}' bears away all impurities. Great epitlemics have repeatedly raged 
ill St. Louis, during the last 20 year.s, but in no case has the disea.se gained a 
foothold in Alton, being repelled by the elevated location, jiure air and water. 
In addition toother healthful intluences tin? numerous slnule trees and shrub- 
bmy with which the city abound.s, no doubt purify the atmo.^phere by their 
chemical ju-ojicrty of contributing free oxygen, and absorbing the carbonic 
acid exhaled by men and animals. The latitudinal location of Alton like- 
wi.se, in its bearing iqion atmo.‘iphoric condition.s, contributr.s greatly to the 
public healthfulness. We are far enough south to be little affected by the 
liyperborean temperatures which alllict the northern and central iiorlions of 
the h>tatc; and far enough north to e.scajie the inten.se heat of more soutlu'rly 
region.s. Our location, also, near .such immen.se bodies of water us the .Mi.s- 
8issipi)i and :Mi.ssuuri rivers modilies the temperature mat< rially, rendrring it 
cooler in summer and warmer in winter, lii summer the mercury here never 
ri.ses within five or six degrees as high as on the open prairies to the north; 
and in winter the cold i.s on the average from five to six degrees less in¬ 
tense than on the prairie eight or nine mile.s from the river. 


CHAPTER X. 


Local institutions and societies—public buildings— 


the ALTON CITY OOL'liT, 

.»i„ r« -»» 

Its decisions rcverswl by the SiiprLmc rirj.uit Court within tlic City 
5tntc. It lins concurrent jurls.iiction witli the Circuit Court 

?f Alton, e.\ccpt in trials for nmriier and treason. 

ALTON llOliTIOl LTUltAL flOCIETV. ^ 

, at ii Mf fruit and vegetable growers of the 

_ This famous organization, comp< s ^ J j,, existence for many years, 

“Alton Fruit District aim ''“’"O’ a),iestliorticnllurttl organ- 

iinil has won tlie tleservc'd .‘‘‘■P'"" „„tliority on all subjects relating to 

'zulion in tlic West. It is re( >„ • discussions are widely copied 

fruit imd vcgi'table growing, and nccomplislilng a useful 

iutlie agrleultnral journais o jioutlily meetings are held 

Work in developing tl.e science of liorliculture. 

M tile residences of incmliers. 

AI.TON eVIlUO UmtAl!'. . , 1 fft 

an nilmlrubly managed luid valualile iJuilding, well fitted 

Works, comprising the cream of LUo i- ‘ 

ALTON FUIE ..eU^ofilCC^^^^^ 

A comliined Vohiuteer and "''=“"‘^‘| '‘!”r’,ved steam lire engine; one 

and ellleient. It is e<,.iipiwd '' '‘’l ^Hook & Ladder Com 

e.\celleut liand engine; hose carts ai engine bouses, and 

Pany, with truck and apparatus. 

rents one. tuunveiiein, ^ ^ 

An incorporated German ^^d stone, witli pleasant grounds 

splendid 1..U1 on Ridge street, „ reading room. Value of 

surrounding. Has a library of 1,000 tomi 
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A. F. <fc A. M. 

The following are the Masonic organizations in this city: Alton Loilire, 

No. 27; Erwin Lodge, No. 315; Alton Ih.yal Arch Chapter, No. 8; Alton 
Council R. it S. M., No. 3; Bclvidere Counnaiulry, No. 2. 

I. o. o. F. 

The Independent Order of (^dd Ecllows is rejirescnted Ikto as follows: 
Western Star Lodge, No. 1; Alton Lo<lge, No. 2; Gerniania Lcnlge, No. 200; 
Pestalozzi Lodge, No. 307; Concordia Encampment, No. 00; Wildey En¬ 
campment, No. 1; ilemento L<xlge, Degree of Kebakah, No. 57. 

A. & A. Y. M. 

is represented by G. T. Watson Lodge*, No. 2. 

ALTON GYMNASTIC CI.I H, 

An association of young men meeding twice a week for gymnastic prac¬ 
tice. lias a fine hall on State street well-furmshed with ut)paratus. 

TKMCLE OF IlONOH, 

A flourishing temperance society, with headiiunrters in a neat hall on Relic 
street. 

CATIIOI.IO SOCIKTIKS. 

The leading Catholic Societies are the lliluTnian Renevolent Society ; the 
Roman Catholic Total Abstinence; and Benevolent Society ; the St. Patrick’s 
Young Men’s Total Abstinence Society, with hall on Third street; SfMlality 
Society. There arc also one or two Societies connected with the German 
Catholic Cluircli. 

ALTON DKAMATIO CLUII, 

An amateur association formed for the puriiosc; of giving public dramatic 
entertainments. It is the lessee of the flnest hall in the city, which is com¬ 
fortably seated; spacious stage, with a large furnhshing of adjustable scenery. 

HANDS. 

The Alton Silver Cornet, Bluff City and Alton Colored Banda, furni.Mh 
music for public occasions; while Rutledge’s and Gossrau’s String Banda are 
heard at public and jirivatc parties, 

NKWSFACEHS. 

There arc two newspap(*r8 published in Alton. The TF.LEanAi»ii is issued 
Daily and Weekly; the Bannek, (German) Weekly. There arc in addition 
tw'o job printing ofllces. 

CITY HALL IlUILDING. 

The City Hall building is a spacious and imposing structure, four stories 
high including basement. On the ground floor are the city jail; and the ' 

hall and engine room of tin* Hook and Liuhler (.'oinjiany. On the fl(K>r alM>ve 1 

is the beautiful hall of the Library Association ; Police Headipiailers and 
other rooms. The next floor is occupied by the Council Chumlicr and City \ 

Coiut room, and city ofllces; the fourth story is a lofty hall, one of the ; 
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finest in the State, capable of holding 1,500 persons. The cost of the City 
Hull building was j5«50,000. 

IIOTKI.S. 

The lea<ling flrst-cla.ss hotel is the St. Charlc.s—but it.s accommodations arc 
not .suflleiently ami>lc for the requirements of the traveling public. A new 
hotel, kept in the l>est style, and with all the nuKlern imiirovements, "would 
a paying inve.stinent in Alton. 

GAS WOP.K.S. 

^he Alton Gas Works are on an extcn.sive scale; have recently been thor- 
®nghly n‘paired ami a costly new’ reservoir built, of great capacity. All the 
flrineipiil streets iu*e lighted by gas. There arc 4iJ miles of gas mains ca- 
pa(;ity of works 50,000 cubic feet per day. 

HOSPITAL. 

St. Joseph’s Hospital, a useful and worthy benevolent iimtitution, is con- 
fineted by the Sisters of Cliarity, whose self-sacrifice and care have relieved 
nn Untold amount of suffering. 

CEMETEIIIES. 

The City Cemetery is a si>acioua inclosure— profusely ornamented ^\ith 
cvergnH'Us, choice shrubbery and shade trees. It is laid out with bioa 
"nlks and tastefully kept. “Man’s home is in the grave,” and it is mete that 
"’0 thus show our love and honor for the “cities of the dead. here aie 
^''o other cemet(‘rie8 under the care of the Catholic churche.s, w ic i aie 
^hso kei)t in a creditable manner. 















CHAPTER XL 


-o-- 

UPl'KR ALTON. 


the boautifu, town 

UJHV r AlUm. The two Alton.s are, priictiesllv, one citv hut nr.. iiii.I,.i- 
Boparatc local Kevernnients, ami liave separate iwat offlees Unner Alton 

AIton*Vun “ pnges, apj.Iy witl. ecpial force t., Uimut 

Alton, (spcemlly the attractions it presents as a location for residences The 
ho^- rad way rnnning frotn the City Hail, Alton, to the Col hie in r.lir 

Alton, renders eonnnnnication hetween the two places verv <lire<» i • 

r™;; risxsxf tr ■, i£r 

.... ... 

storks and factories, 

=E:;=S5=S-SS£= 

of the factoiies m 18<3 api)ro.\iimiU*(l >? 100 , 000 . ° 

CIIRRCHKS. 

oiuircn Ill Alton. The Colored Baptists arc al.so represented. 

SOCIETIES. 

• Thi7ro‘v 2-’. «-><l Frank- 

No 4C0 The ^ t \ *>y Ul>por Alton 

m. The A. A A. -i. jr. are represented by iS. F. Kodgers’ Lotlge. 
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In addition there arc the litcrar>' Bociclics of the College, 'which give fre¬ 
quent public entertainments. 

EDUOATIOXAI.. 

In its educational facilities Upper Alton stands pre-eminent. It is tlic 
of HhurtlefF College, a brief de.strription of which may be found on 
page 29. The college being o\xin on eciual terms to pupils of IkHIi sexes, a 
opi>ortunlty is tlius presented to parents to educate their eons and 
^Juughtors in the same institution. This alone is a great inducement to heads 
families to lo<-ale in Ui)i>er Alton. In addition to llic college there is a 
thorough and eomprehensivo system of public schools, iiiuler the direction 
a Board of Eilucation. The i>iiblic wIkkiIs arc gnulcd in the usual man- 
from Primary to High School departments, and are in a nourishing con- 
dilion. The school buildings arc neat and suhstantial, with ample accom- 
*^‘alations fur all. 

SOCIAL. 

The social attractions of Upper Alton are of a liigh order. The society 
*«ni(,ral, refined and intellectual. There are hut few temptations to vice. 

special act of the Legislature, no intoxicating liquors are permitted to 
1h! fuiiq within one mile of the college buildings. 

PLACE OF RKSIUKNCE. 

It will thu8lH> 8crn that Upper Alton, n.s a place 
l'''<'iiliar advantages. It is beautifully located: presents an ntti.icti\t 11 - 
Pearuiipe; has unsurpassed (‘dueational advantages, an< 

"oeud privileges. In addition it is as healthy a town as can 'J*;^ " 
«K- ls.Jd..rH of the State. It is easy of aeeess ro,n 

<-=trs conue<.tinfi at Upis-r Alton station wiU. all Kock^Island 

Alton, and Indianapolis and St. t,„vn. With these 

^»d St. I^nds roa,l also pas.s,.s j ,^^.0 „un.l.er8 of St. Louis 

facilities of eommnnieatioii it is not Htran,(. tl =, , 

Ji'isiiiess men sh.aild lie found living m residi-nee loeatihns. it is 

tothe,.ity, and 'vitl* the ml vantages it ^ 

^'^pccled ihut it will in a few yeai-h hecomc a l 

*‘CNidence. 
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Mayor, 

(UIAULKS A. CAFiDWELL 

Cl»y IU‘gl»*t4T. 

FRANK H. FERGUSON. 

(Mtv TrcaHurtT, 

CHAREFfs IIOI.DEN, Jk. 

City Attorney, 

JOHN W. COPPINGKH. 

AHM*SKnr, 

AUGUSTUS L. C;HOUTEAU. 

cuy (’(illector, 

•TOllN FISClIRAUn. 

Cliy Miirslml, 

AARON (;iIALLACOMRK. 

llurlMir MiiNtor, 

RICHARD T. LARGP:NT. 

Hired C<nniul>4HUiiier, 

.lOllN MUEEEN. 
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Flmt Ward. 
JDREW CT^IPFORD, 

JOHN E. (X>PPINOKK. 

THOMAR rioginr. 

Heeontl Wnrtl. 
^NNIR NGGNAN, 

HENRY G. M’PIKE, 
JOHN \V. ASH. 


AEDRHM EN. 

Third Ward. 

KM 11. GIT.ICH, 5|j, 

FUKDEUICK W. JOESTINi |i>, 
JAM»» WHITKHKAl| 
1 ,’i.iirth Ward. «k*i 


Fourth Ward. 

okouge a. smith, 

NOAH C. HATHEWAV, 
HOnEHT B. SMITH. 


il. 


HOARD OF EDUCATION. 

II I.' ^argent, Treasurer 

rOHN L. in.AIU. l‘ro«ldont. «»• I. 

P. H. FERGUSON, Secretary, A. , 

WKMHEltfl. Tivoffll 

JOHN L. HI.AIR, QUIGT.EY, 

W. K. HMITH. HAAGRN. 


. M^ADE, 


HOARD OF fX>NTROE 
D. I). RYUIE, 


J. W. \ 
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